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ADVERTISEMENT. 


If the readers of the following ſheets ſhould une 
(as it is feared they will) they are deſired to remember, 
that the writer ſpent all his (Ariſtmaſi holy-days, =. 
reading and writing from Dr. Falconer's works —Works, 


in which he found every profeſſor of phyſic, and every 
— Hypocrates down to 


I. CO oo! ir hs fone effivin wi 
lowed learned, others ingemous, and accurate, ſtill 
there is but one Dr. Right, be hves at Bath. But 


having now read all his works !—watched all lis waters ; 


let out all his fixed air ;—ſmoaked all lis ſulphur; and 
WEIGHED ALL HIS LEAD, I have made the 
ſolemn vow, (which but a fit of illneſs and want 
Mall provoke me to break )i. e nevet to read, knowing!y, 
read or faid, one ſentence more that Dr. boner 
hes G6. hereafter may write; and I further declare 
that he may — — or make or natural 
waters, in what manner or form he pleaſes, without any 
let, hindrance, or moleflatation whatever from 


The Author. 


The above vow extends alſo to Mr. Secretary Rack's 
Lucre-brations. 
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T O 
DOCTUR LES 
Fellow of the Royal Society, 


AND 


Member of the Colledge of Phyficrans. 


1 the following epiſlle is meant to re- 
move the very SERIOUS ALARM, Which a 

modern analiſer of the Bath Waters has 
as far as his fame has reached. Yet I hope. you 
will not deem it quite foreign to my purpoſe, to 
introduce my remarks under your name, and I 
am the more diſpoſed to do this, becauſe I have 
beentold, that gentlemen, who have ſtudied phy- 
ſic abroad, 20+ well grounded. in what I 
eſume, is very eſſential, to the prattiſing of it 
with ſucceſs, Chymiftry and Botany. But, I have 
ſtill a ſtronger reaſon, upon ti occaſion, to turn 
my eyes ef you, as an ingenious ſtranger, ſet- 
tled ; becauſe 1 well remember (it is 
with grief Br indignation I remember it) how 
ſhamefully your countryman, Dr. Lucas, was 
treated here by moſt of the reſidentiary phyſici- 
ans, and how pitifully he has been attacked fince, 
for daring to ſhow his own ſuperior ſkill, * 
LY ANALISING the waters of Bath, and 
ing thereby, that ignorance firfl, and fraud 
Impoſture 
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4 
impoſture aſterwards, had been rather encouraged 
than done away, Thank God, however, that the 
davs are arrived. in which found and 
reaſon have opened the high road to truth, and 
that we have now got ſome gentlemen of the faculty 
among us, who are liberal; and learned, and con- 
ly. above encouraging thoſe mean arts, 
which have been ſo long prattiſed to the grievous 
detriment of patients. and to the diſ- reputation of 
the Bath Waters.— Waters, the wonderful effica- 
cy of which, when pr adminiſtered, are 
too well eſtabliſhed ever to be brought into diſ- 
- repute, but by ignorant blockbeads, who prefer 
their own intereſt, 9 


When impertinent, or ſelf-conceited upſtarts, 
analile mineral waters, and have once given, in 
peremptory terms, as Guidott did, their 
on the conſtituent parts from which they derive 
their healing powers, others, equally ignorant, or 


ſhamefully indolent, follow the cry, and thus by 
time 4 von the moſt egregious errors become ſo eſ- 
, as well as 


Guidott 


tabliſhed, that it requires half a centu 
wiſe and honeſt men, to do :t , 
(who had noboby to contradict him) faid, © Let 
© fulphir be in the Waters of Bath, and the Bath 
„ Waters were fulphurous.” But when it is 
known that the ſame Dr. Guidott, has faid alſo 
that'a lambent flame played about the head of 
James's while ſhe was bathing in the Kings 
Bath. it is to be preſumed, that none but bigotted 
Papiſts, or ignorant empiricts, will lay any sgrels 
on what ſo mean, and contemptible a flatterer has 
advanced. More eſpecially, when two ſuch able 
chymilts, as Dr. Lucas was, and as Dr. Prieſtly is, 


are 


1 
are placed in the oppoſite ſcale, for my own part, 


if an analiſer of mineral waters as an expe · 
rimental truth, that there is in certain waters, that, 
which on fair trial, can be proved there is not, I 
can give no credit to 1 thing elſe he advances, 


but conclude that * rs Ap were bram 
created. 


Dr. Falconer has aſſerted, that there is a great 
quantity of mephinic. or fixed air in the Bath 
| Waters, to which he auributes, chiefly. their heal- 
ing powers. CnanTrox. without trying whether 
there is, or is not, a ſecond edition of 
his chimical analifis, of the Bath Waters, and 
finds that he has no occaſion to alter his opinion, 
years 
Falconer who 
air, en- 


of what be had advanced tw 


made | 
„or 


that except a d; 
has found be foys that 
ters the compoſition of theſe waters in 
able quantity, while Dr. Prieſtly. the father of this 


atrial diſcovery, 22 


Had any man forty years ago dared to have af- 
lrned char he Bath /cum is not a ſulphurous ſub- 


ſtance, or that the Bath Waters would not tinge 
filver of a gold colour, the doftors, the 
caries, the Bath and the male 
male gu Os, VERSUS iy nited, t have 
him out of the Na 

much later you to wie Oh 
would have fo done, had not 
terfield, the 1 
an excellent chymiſt and 


(vii) 
raornus, to their mutual ſatis faction. I was u 
the ſpot then, and now, lament that I did not fee, 
what however I heard Lord Cheſterfield declare, 
viz. That he was highly entertained, and thorough- 
ly fatisfied, that Dr. Lucas was a moſt excellent 


chymiſt and that he had proved, beyond a doubt, 
the doarines he advanced. 


The Bath Waters of Aix-la-Chapel are un- 
ionably, as Dr. Lucas proved, upon the ſpot, 
1 charged with fulpbur, and 8 a 
clean piece of filver immerſed in them, becomes 
of a gold colour, in a few ſeconds!* Why do not 
the Bath Waters att in the ſame manner? Becauſe 
they have no ſulphur. But as Dr. Lucas ſhrewdly 
obferves. There are two cauſes why. the writers 
on mineral watcrs in general are not to be depend- 
ed on. The firſt is. thoſe who never viſited the 
fountains on which they write. The ſecond, from 
a very different cauſe, at the fountain 
head. I therefore cannot help ihinking, that the 
old prattitioners of phyſic at Bath, like the old 
praclicioners politicłs 1 have been {oo long 
in office, for the good of the nation, and require a 
reform, and in this opinion, I am phyſically ſup- 
ported and confirmed; for at a late meeting of 
the colledge of phyſicians i in London, it was there 
publickly declared, that they dreaded ſending 
their patients to Bath, becaule the adminiſtration 
of the waters was not diſpenſed to their fatisfattion. 
However, as we have now fome ingenious phy fi- 
cians eſtabliſhed among us, it is to be preſumed, the 
| * in London, will ſoon find reaſon to with- 
draw 


® The water drinkers at Aken find their money turned yellow in 
tꝛeir pockets and tucir perſons ſmell of ſulphur. 


= 
draw their cenſure, and that we ſhall fee men, not 
only of indifputable knowledge, but of an open, 
and liberal turn of mind, praQtice it here, with 
benefit to their patients, and reputation to them- 
ſelves, under this firm perſuaſion it is, and as I 
faid above, a painful remembrance, how your 
very ingenious and patriotic countryman was treat- 
ed. and how you may be treated, if you deviate 
from the ſtale beaten track of fixed air, diſſolued 
lead, fire and brimftone, that I take this occahon of 
expreſſing my good wiſhes to you, and pointing out 
to Valetudinarians a line, which may lead them to 
do, as I have done, i. e. to think for themſelves 
and not to be deluded by quacks, defiring it may 
ATT br that I profeſs not W * 

el fic, chymiſtry, or botany, a 

that I lay no other claim to any fort of knowledge, 
but that which a long life, and a long reſidence at 
Bath, in various periods of it, may have furniſhed 
me with, and which has given me frequent oppor- 
tunities of knowing the good, and one in particu- 
lar of lamenting the indifcreet uſe of the Bath 
Waters. ; | 


I cannot however help adding, both for your 
ſake, and my own, that as neither intimacy, country, 
nor partiality, could have induced me to have thus 
adreſſed you, I hope it will be attributed to the 
REAL CAUSE, Which is, that you appear to merit 
the charafter I have heard of you, as a 

who has ſeen much practice abroad, and who' is 
well founded in your profeſſion, I ſhall therefore 
conclude with a juſt and 
before me under the hand 
very eminent phyfician. 
of phy ſic, ſays he, inthe 


hands, 


4 not 


1 


* not do much good, yet certain it is, that in- 


. finite miſchief uusr Bs Dont when it is ad- 


« miniſtered by unkillful hands. 


Your Moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


PHILIP THICKNESSE. 
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Remember Sir, many years ſince, at Cam- 
bribge, a man who called himſelf the celebrated 
Dy. Chambers, and who by his hand bills (orna- 
mented with the King's Arms) informed the public, 
that he cured all manner of diforders, if curable, 
but that if not curable, he would not undertake 
them for five hundred pounds. That he lived 
over againſt Magdalen Colledge in Cambridge, 
and that his name was wrote in GoLpen letters 
over his door, with this motto, Mil abſque Deo, 
beneath it. And I muſt confeſs, the little know- 
ledge I have of phylic, is owing to my acquaint- 
ance with that celebrated phyſician ; who had the 
honeſty to open his heart, and reveal to me, with- 
out reſerve, all he knew of the prattice of it. 
A practice, by which, he got his bread! There 
| was one part of it however promoted his buſineſs 
exceedingly, which was, that with his packet 
of Cephalic Snuff, Worm Powder, Child's Belly 
Plaifter, and a variety of other noſtrums, were 
included a razor, a pair of ſiſſars, and if I miſtake 
not, a penkniſe, and yet the whole was delivered 
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to his patients, at the ſmall price of one ſhilling 
each packet. Upon my aſking him how it was pot- 
fible, to maintain himſelf, two horſes and a man, 
(for fo equiped he always appeared at new market- 
races) on fo ſmall a profit, he aſſured me, that the 
cutlery ware colt him but ſixpence each packet, 
and faid he. as to the medicines, they coſt me 
nothing, except that ſometimes, when I am in 
caſh, I do put a little aloes into my pills, but in 
general they are nothing more than oatmeai and 
falt, mixt up with ſhoe-maker's wax, and that the 
children's worm plaiſter was ſimple pitch, ſpread 
upon brown paper: This I obſerved might do 
very well for once, but as he appeared every 


year, before the ſame people, how could he ac - 


quit himſelf to his complainants, or ſell bis medi- 
cines to the people who had found neither effet or 
benefit from the uſe of them ? Tothis he obſerved, 
that they all found benefit, by avoiding phyſic, and 
as to the effects, faid he, if they complained on 
that account, and told me the phy ſic did not work, 
I immediately made a pauſe.— and with ſurpriſe ! 
Replied; not work! No doQtor, not in the leaſt! 

Did they not cauſe you then to make more than 
uſual water? Not at all doctor. —And then, aſter 
a fill longer pauſe.— told them their diforder 
went off by infenfible perſpiration, and they not 
underſtanding w hat was meant by thoſe words, 
were, like the old iſh women, and moſt other old 

women, at bigh maſs, perfectly fatisfied they were 
in good hands. In ſhort, faid the doctor, 1 ſel- 
dom had any difficulty with my male patients, but 
I own the women tormented me ſometimes, about 
the pitch plaiſters, which ſtuck ſo cloſe, they ſaid, 
to the ſkin of their children's bellics, that it could 
never be removed, but by fair wear and tear. 


Upon 


= 


Upon the whole however, the doftor was, as 
dottors in general go, a good kind of man, for 
he always. regulated his fees, and expences, 
to the probable condition of his pati — 
he viſited houſe-patients, as moſt his ice, 
I muſt — performed on horſe back: for 
example ſaid he, when I am ſent for to a farmer's 
houſe, I firſt look about me, and obſerve what 
pewter they have on the ſhelves, what bacon on 
the rack. &c. and let the diforder be what it may, 
the firſt direction I give, is, to have a chicken 
boiled with parſley ſauce and butter, of this chic- 
ken, I only let the patient eat a little bit of the 
—_ and 1 ſtay to pick the legs and wings my- 


By this flight ſketch of Dr. Chambers's mode 
of praftice, you will perceive, Sir, he ſeldom did 
any harm, and let me tell you doctor, that is no 
ſmall ornament, to the profeſſors of this occult 
art, and, as an excellent tooth drawer, there was 
not that man in Cambridge county, to whom he 
would turn his back. 


his place of abode, &c. nearly in the following 


Gentlemen, faid he, I come not 
% here for want, but for your good, it is well 
„% known by all the academical gentlemen. of 

** whom I perceive a great number preſent, that 1 
% live over againſt Maudlin Colledge in Cam- 
bridge, that my name ſtands over my door in 
„* Corp CraracTtirs, that I am a bouſe- 


A 2 ** Keeper 
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++ keeper of reputation, a man of letters, and a 
long and old citabiithed practitioner of the an- 
** cient univerſity of Cambridge.” And by thus 
openly publifhing his own ſame uncontradifled (for 
all the young fludents were liable to the tooth ach) 
and flyly inc ing that all other travelling phyſicians 
were groß iy ignorant, or miſinſormed quacks. he 
generally fold. about two hundred packets each 
day during new-market races. for the doctor never 
prattiſed but at the two unwerjuies, New-market 
and Cambridge. Thus much I have thought pro- 
per to ſay by way of introducing Dr. Chambers's 
praclice of phyſic, and my own obſervations on 


the fixed air, ſoluble lead, and fulphurous matter, in 
your Bath Water * mT 


Firſt then I muſt okſerve, that in your intro- 
_ duttion on the ſtudy of mineral waters in general. 
| You fay, © I have lately been well aſſured by an 

eminent phyſician, that upwards of a thouſand 
trealiſes have been written on this ſubject only, 
the accounts however tranſmitted o us by the 

generality of theſe writers, are very little to be 
** depended.on, as they are moſtly filled with in- 

** ſtances of the groſſeſt ignorance, or miſrepreſenta- 
tion, bald as this afſeriton may appear, I am in- 
clined to think. that. on examination, it will ap- 
pear well founded, and believe that thoſe who have 
been moj? converſan“ in works of this kind are abun- 
** dantly "[atisfied of its truth.” And in another 
part of your introduction you obſerve, ©* That 
an ingenious wriler, à native of a neighbouring 
kingdom, who has included in his work a dit- 
lertation on the celebrated watcrs, which are 
propoſed as the fubject of the enſuing pages, 
has carried his reſlections on this ſubject to a 
great length, and made many ſevere obſerva- 


t ions 
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« tions on the facully refudent there, for ther ig- 


* no1ance of the principal remedy in Meir materia 
medica.“ 


But why did you lay a certain ingenious writer 
of a neighbouring kingdom? would not Dr. Lu- 
cas's name (now he is dead; bear the light? or was 
your readers to be left in the dark, and not be in- 
formed what book to af for, if they wiſhed to fee, 
what. thc ingenious writer of 4 neighbouring kingdom 
has fa:d of Bath its falutary waters, and its reft- 
dent phyſicians ? for my part, I, who was upon 
the ſpot when Dr. Lucas analifed the Bath Waters, 
remember well, that the refidential gentlemen of 
the faculty, treated him behind his back, with 
great and unmerited ſeverivy, becauſe they durit 
not have done it to his facc. and one in icular, 
has fance his death, publiſhed to the world, what he 
durſt not have even whiſpered in his life time. 
However Sir, as you have the candour to. lay, 
that no man of ſcience, ſhould be aſhamed to 
« receive information from whatever channel it 
may be derived.” I am thereby encouraged 
to hope, you will excuſe me in taking the fame 
liberty with your eſſay on the Bath Waters, that 
you have taken with upwards of a thoufand treatiſe 
writers on that Jubjef only, molt of whom you, 
and an wr-named ingenious phy ſician ſay. were 
grey ignorant or wilful miſrepreſenters. Bold, as 
you juſtly obſerve ſuch an aſſertion is. I there- 
fore will be bold alſo to fay, that a man thus 
boldly ſtanding forth in fo complicated a mineral 
flood, ſhould have been firſt well grounded, and 
have exactly known the depth of his ſoumtain, 
before he had ſouſed himſelf over head and cars 


in an element fo charged with fixed air, ſo inflamed 
A 3 with 
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th fulphurous er, and i/o th the 
2 malter fo poiſoned with the ſo- 


In page 31g you ſay, © Although common air 
© ſeems to be contained in the Bath Waters. but 
„ in ſmall proportion, this is by no means the 
« caſe with the fixed or mephitic air, preſence 
* here is very evident, and is probably one of the great- 
* eft ſources of their admired qualities, the ſparkling 
„% appcarence, pungent taſte. and. on many. if 
taken in large quantity. inebriating eff. cis, are 
«+ ſufficient evidences of this.” 


And in page 317 you ſay. On the whole, we 
„ may be aſſured that Bath Waters. contain fix- 
« ible air in conſiderable proportion, and pro- 
% bably of the moſt innocent kinds, the King's 
„ Bath ſeems to contain it, in greateſt quantily, 
* andthe Croſs Bath the leaft.” | | 


In your application of the whole to the purpoſe 
of medicine, and cn the general effeAs of the 
Waters, it ſeems then to be your decided opinion, 
that the efficacy of the Bath Waters, arite from 
its aerial impregnation. * Adding. That you do 

| " 1 "0 ws 


e ng fays Dr. Dobſon ) in his ingenious com- 
mentary on fixed air, To obſerve 12 even 

* concluſions, to which medicat writers have imes been led by 
* falſe theories or miſtaken facts To confirm the juſtneſs of this 
remark, the Dotlor gives two flagrant inſtances of the praflice of ſome 
Tartarian phyſiciaus, countenanced by Dr. lexander in his ; 
enquzery. The Tartars, in order to prevent the of the plague, 
cauſed all the dogs of the city to be killed, and about the 
that their putrifying carcaſes might wage war with the plaguy air. In 
the ſame manner the Bath Waters are firſt poſſeſſed with a power to 
diffoive lead, and then, as the children fay, when they are ſtung, in 
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nat deny that the Calybeate, and perhaps, the 
fulphurous parts of the impregnation, and the 
„heat of the water itſelf may have ſome ſhare, 
and moreover the junition of all theſe with the ſaline 
_ gn an united ſtimulus different 
from what any of them would have when 
++ ſeparate®, but you are ſtill inclined to think, that 
+ the featble air is the chief agent, and prime 

*+* ſource of this quality.” 


Now Sir, though I am willing to allow you all 
the merit which is due to the great variety of che- 
mical experiments you have made on theſe cele- 
brated, but yet, quite unknown waters (if Dr. Lucas 
is not right) as to their conſtituent parts, It muſt be 
known that Dr. Prieſtly, a man whoſe knowledge 
as a chymilt, whoſe reputation as a philoſopher, 
and as — of da ricteſt veracity, and 
moſt inquiſitive ſearcher after ALL TruTas, has 
_ alfo analiſed the Bath Waters, fince you did. I 
muſt therefore ſubjoin what he has faid on the 

ſubjett of fixed air in the Waters of Bath. 


In order to aſſertain what proportion of air 
is contained in the Waters (ſays Dr. Prieſtly 
page 222 in the ſtate in which it is drank, 1 
filled a pint-phial with water hot from the pump, 

". _— and 


* What a ſublime ſtyle! vide St. James's Chronicle. 
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© and expelled the air from it, by boiling it about 
four hours. receiving the produce in quick- 

«© filver, this air was about , of the bulk of the 

„ water and about one half of it was fixed air, 

„ precipitating lime in lime-water. The reſidu- 

* um appeared, by the teſt of nitrous air. to be 


„ rather better than air in which a candle had 
% burned out.” 


The quantity of fixed air that appears, by this 
** experiment to be contained in the Bath Waters 
is SO VERY SMALL, that I think it very impro- 
bable THAT THEIR VIRTUES SHOULD BE Ar 
ALL OWING To IT. Few ſpring-waters. I be- 
lieve contain much leſs fixed air, and many I know, 
** which Rave no medicinal virtue at all, contain more.“ 


Thus far Dr. Prieſtly had proceeded in his ex- 
periments on the Bath Watcrs, but when he was 
proceeding further, and about to examine them 
relative to {hat air which is continually bubblin 

up from aimoſt every part of the foil, through the 
waters in the Kings Bath you informed him, that 
that had been done already by Dr. Nooth, and that an 
account of his experiments was inferted in the ſecond 


volume 


* Craft, —— and audacity, will do more to ſoward a man in 
the world, than found ſenſe, philoſophy and modeſty, but the uue 
phulotopher may be known from the pretender, by this plain mark, 
The real philoſopher knows that every cloud that moves, and every 
ihower that falls, ſerves but to mortify his pride, and proves there are 
many Lidden qualities iu the ait which he finds it diffieult to explore. 
He therefore delivers his ſentiments, with modeſty and diſhidence, 
while the 1pnorant pretenders, announce their opimons, with the moft 
decided coutidence ! 1 have carried, fays a famous quack (in his medi- 
cinal treatiſe) the art of phylic to a greater degtee of perfection, than 
auy man, of any age, or any nation. The quack ſaid it;—and the 
quackeer, Edmund Rack affirmed it. | 


1 
volume of your treatiſe on the Bath Waters. But 
what then? And why did you not rather promote 
the farther enquiry of fo able and fo accurate an 
obſerver ? for would not Dr. Nooth's obſervations 
have been better eftabliſhed, by the concurrence 
of Dr. Prieſtly's. or if they had not agreed might 
not that have promoted a more accurate examina- 
tion? But Dr. Nooth's experiments on that air 
which riſes through the Bath Waters favoured vour 
ſyſtem of the great quantity of fixed air in them, 


and therefore, as Dr. Prieſtly has given, in page 
224 that extratt, I muſt add his. 


* Being informed of this (i. e. of Dr. Nooth's 
experiment) ſays Dr. Prieſtly, I thought it un- 
= neceſſary to repeat it. but finding en- 

% quiry, that Dr. Nooth had not examined what 
* proportion the reſiduum of the fixed air bore 
* to the whole, or what quality that refiduum 
was, though he ſpeaks woe or 
e taining hty that air es 

* thought 1 be amiſs, as (ot upon 
the ſpot, to make the trial myſelf. Accord- 
„ ingly, I took about a pint of that air in 
* the fame manner that Dr. Nooth had done, 
and found upon examination, that only about 
% of its bulk was fixed air, precipitating lime 
in lime-water, and being readily abſorbed by 
« water. The reſt — * a candle, and was 
ſo far phlogiſticated, that two meaſures of it, 
* and one of nitrous air, occupied the ſpace of 
« 2 of a !? meaſure, that is, it was almoſt 
«« perfealy noxious.” 


Now Sir I muſt ares, that Dr. Prielliy has 
pointed out by the italics in the above extratt 
what 
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what the ſagacious reader will perceive; that they 
plainly differ in this very material enquiry, why 
then did you endeavour to ſtop, or rather, why did 
you not urge in the ſtrongeſt manner Dr. Prieftly 
to proceed farther ?. was it that you feared he 
would un-cork this great ſubterranean air-ton,® 
and let fly forever, the anima mundi, or ac rial fha- 
dow, which contains, in your opinion, all their heal- 
_—_— ? but as Dr. Prieftly has clearly fatisfied 
hoſe who rely on his knowledge and veracity, that 
he has done away the fixed air, and ſhewn it does 
not even. exiſt, f I am inclined to believe, had he 
been encouraged to proceed farther, he would 
have found it no difficult matter to have done away 
the fulphur alſo, which has been fo. ſtoutly main- 
tained to be ſame where, (or ſome haw elſe) a part of 
the edmred qualities in the Bath Waters. But as I 
have ſome reaſon to hope, that a very ingenious 
_ phyfician lately come among us, may one day or 
other, favor the public with his opinion of theſe 
ænigmatical ſprings, I ſhall fay no more on that 
fabjeQ, but that I have well ded reaſons to 
believe, the Bath Waters have no more fulphur be- 
longing to them, than what may be found under fl 
_ waters which retain periſhed vegetables in their 
paſſage through the earth, till they are in a manner 
_ putrified, for it is well known, that the Bath Waters 
throw up nuts, moſs, and a great quantity of ve- 
getables, in that ſtate, and conſequently, though 
there may be fulphur found under the Bath Water, 


_ ©® Every body knows the power of a wind, or air gun, and therefore 
every body ought to be upon their guard, as water, fo charged with 
air and lad too, as the Kings Bath is, according to Dr. Falconer, may 
burſt forth unen „ blow up poor Bladud; Naſh; and all an- 
mate, and inanimate beings in the pump-room. 

7 The fixed air, fays Dr. Pricfily, is not united in the water, but to 
foe calcareous matter, out of which the air is expelled with difficulty. 
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yet none may be in it, ſulphur is found in the mud 
and refuſe taken from the bottom of every flagnat- 
ed ditch in the kingdom. conſequently the bath 
| ſand, as it is called. having adhering to it, particles 

of putrid vegetables, will, when put upon a'red 
bot poker, emit a blue flame, with a ful 
ſmell, but does this prove, that ſulphur is in the 
Bath Waters? ſurely not. But I will tell you what 
it proves,—it proves, that the ingenious analiſer of a 
neighbouring kingdom, was right, and that a body 
of inter led, and uncandid men of the faculty 
perſecuted him, becauſe they felt his ſuperiority; 
and hoped to drive him off their dunghill, leaſt 
he ſhould pick thoſe crumbs from a clear ſurface, 
which they had been ſcratching and fighting for: 
in the dark and in the dirt. you may know fays 
+ Sw1irr, when a genius appears in the world by 
„this Mark.—That all the dunces are in confe- 
% deracy againſt him.” PUT FEET IN, 


d 


Now Sir, it may appear, to all, who lay more 
ſtreſs on Dr. Prieſtly's opinion, where fixed air is 
to be found. than on yours, (for he is the earthly 
father of this new explored element) that I may 
not be quite alone, in thinking, that you 100, 
are a maſrepreſenter, and have attributed cauſes, 
to that which does not exiſt, however there is not 
any criminality in ſuch miſtakes, had been 
advanced in ay wy: n t ĩs 
clear opinion, not a particle of ſulphur or lead 
has been diflolved in the Bath Water, fince 
Bladud's pigs firſt waſhed their feet in them. but 1 
may be miſtaken, and when it is proved there is, 
I will acknowledge my error, as you ſhould do 
yours. But I cannot lay down my pen, without 
calling you to a ſtrilt account for the following very 

B 2 ſerious 
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ferious alarm you have founded (as far as your 
book has circulated) againſt the Bath Waters in 
their preſent manner of uſe. 


For in page 298, ſpeaking of lead you ſay. 
The effects of lead on the human body are 


well known. Obſtinate conſtipations, violent 


colics, pains and obſtructions of the limbs, 
tremors and reſolutions of the nerves. and flow 
waſting fevers, are the conſequences of this 
metal taken inicrnally. and in fumes to which 
the workmen are expoſed in the fuſion of this 
metal in the way of buſineſs, and even the ex- 
ternal application of ceruſe has been known 
to produce this effett, &c. &c. 


Having ſounded this very ſerious alarm of the 


danger of lead to the human body, you fay, 
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6 
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After having given the above account of the 
effects of this pernicious metal, 1 ſhould be 

to inſinuate a ſuſpicion of its preſence in 
theſe falutary ſprings. Nevertheleſs, the cif- 
tern which ſerves as a reſervoir (or the ſpring, 
at its firſt riſe, appears plen!ifully corroded on 
its inſide by the long furrows which are viſible 
in every part of it. This proves the poſſibility 
of fuch an impregnation, though probably its 
proportion there 1s too finail or perkaps counter- 
acted by ſome other qualities of the Waters, to work 
any obvious effetts on the human body. But this is 


by no means a juſtification of the uſe of any 


+ thing liablc to give an impregnation of this fort 
in the flighteſt degree, a portion of ſeveral me- 


tallic ſubſtances. almoſt too minute to be diſ- 
cerned, is capable of working great changes in 


the human frame, and among them, lead claims 


6 the 
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the chief place, and is perhaps the moſt danger- 


aus as it frequently works by flow and almoſt 
imperceptible degrees, and has often compleat- 


ed the miſchief before the perſon was ſenſible 


of his danger. or to what cauſe to attribute his 
** malady. The noted colic of Amſterdam was 


* In 
that ſpa 


have no accounts of any ſuch effects produced 


+ of this kind which for a long time eluded the 
+ ſearch of the learned with reſpe& to its cauſe 


and its feems probable, from ſome ingenious 
experunents by Dr. Baker, and others, that 


the Devonſhire colic proceeds from the fame 


origin. If to tiis it ſhould be objefted that we 


by the Bath Waters, and that on the contrary, 
they have been proved to be very efficacious 
in the cure of thoſe very diſeaſes, we may re- 
ply, that the action of the water on this metal 
has been ſufficiently proved, and that it is poſſuble, 


that the unfavourable ſymptoms ſometimes pro- 
+ dnced on drinking them, which we know not 


how to account for otherwiſe, may be produced 
by fome ſuch impregnation as this metal, though 
its effects are ſometimes latent, is ſeldom in- 
active. It may be perhaps, owing to this 
cauſe, that ſome diſorders of the fpaſmodic 
kind, as the opiſthotonus, ſeems ſometimes 
rather enhanced by drinking the waters when 


* bathing alone is of great ſervice. This may 
* likewife occaſion the retardation, and 


imes 
a failure of cure of many bowel diforders and 
the obſtinate coſtiveneſs fo much complained of 
in drinking the Bath Waters, which is a con- 
ſtant effect of that mineral, (lead) makes this 
conjecture not improbable, &c.“* 


Nom 


1 Page 301, ſecond edition, our doctor, alter having inſinuated N 
medic complaints, as the opiſthotonus, — 
| . 


* 
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No Sir, as there is ſuch a prodigious quantity 
of lead over, the Bath Waters and under it too, 


ſhould what you have fo roundly aſſerted be 


true, you are intitled to the thanks of all the 
Valetudinarians in Great Britain, but if not true, 
you ſtand highly reprehenſible, nor could the wit 
of man, or the greateſt enemy to the welfare of 
the City of Bath, have contrived to give a more 
fatal blow to it. But you, not content with the 
load of foluble poiſon you have put into 
ing's Bath in particular, and which is the 
moſt reſorted to, in the above peremtory terms 
of being poiſoned with the hs. of kn. 
have repeatedly endeavoured in ſubſequent parts 
of your book to awaken the patient reader, to a 
of his danger, a danger, not to be percerved you 
fay, till the miſchief is done, in drinking waters, 

which 


ſulphur. Lead hd; ful opens ; fixed air vanafhes ; 
rn 
pump ĩ · ſelf is brought forth as a criminal and indicted of murder, | 
page gos our leaden doctor tells us, an eminent phyſician 
us agaialt the uſe of lead in our common pumps! and fay 
* this caution was well founded as to laying alide the u 


„ common 
& lance, w 


4311 your danger is not over, the — ̃ oher Al! let 
the corporation thereſore, and alt houfe-hotders, lock to it, and fee that 
we have a filverpump, a gold cock, anda ftone ciſtera. Let the mardle 
fatuc of Naſh be taken down, and a folid lead one placed in its nitch, 
* with ſuch an inſcription beneath it, as the worthy citiaens may think 
ſuitable to ſo great a benefaFfor to Bath, and to one who has diſcovered 
2 flaw, which has lain exghteen hundred years at leaſt unobſerved? 


Bath Waters fo 


( 


which if they have a power of diſſolving lead, 
mult be, from the great quantity of — which 
lies in, Sad cer a, not a healing, balſamic 
draught, but on the contrary, a flow, dangerous 
and deadly poifon. For my part, I do not 

fels to uderinnd Chymiltey, bus. 1 0 
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taught to believe, that lead is ſoluble in acid, and 
allaline ons only. This is a matter therefore 
of the importance, and to 
the ſatisfattion of the public at large, a this 


City in particular, and as far as it is in my power, 
I will reſcue the waters from the foul matter 


you 
have endeavoured fo* wantonly to calt into them. 


Firſt then 1 muſt obſerve, that after having in 


your introduttion, announced more than a thou- 


ſand ignorant writers on the nature and qualities 


of mineral waters, and told us, that the generality 
of thoſe writers, are not to be on, as 
they are filled with inſtances of the groſſeſt igno- 
rance, or mi ion, what commendation 
is not due to you, if you are right ? But in what 
_ claſs are you ta be numbered, ou are wrong? 

The nv wb perceive, in — 
you chiefly attribute all the healing powers in the 
air. Dr. Prieftly has proved 


dy an infallia experiment, that chey" contain 
even leſs fixed air, than the generality of com- 
mon || 


pring water, and even lefs than the pump” 
water of the houſe in which he then lived in Wike- 
ſhire, and therevare concludes, that it is very im- 


* 


ebe eee 
Falconer in the St. James's Chronicle; wherein he flachy denjes hav- 
ing ſaid, what he has Twice ruBLisHED under the fame 
name and fiyle too! his firſt and ſecond edition are 


be found at all the whom the reader 
at bookſellers, to l 


1 
probable, that the medicinal powers of the Batli 


Water is owing to fixed air. Dr. Prieſtly was 
proceeding ſtill farther in his experiments, but 
von ſtopp d him. bytelling kim Dr. Nooth had al- 
ready made thoſe experiments, and that you had 
puhlithed ti em. He next meant to employ his ſin- 
gular and extraordinary knowledg farther to in- 
veſligate this matter. but I am inclined to think, 
that as his firſt experiment proved fo very con- 
tradictory to your hypotheſis, that you therefore 
threw cold water on his farther proceſs; but this 1 
wiil venture to afhrm, you ſhould not have done, 
as that gentleman is now gone to live inthe north 
of England. and we may be forever deprived of 
that ſatisfattory information his accurate experi- 
ments. and chymical knowledge, might have fur- 
niſhed us with, fo that Dr. Prieſtly having de- 
prived us of their falutary effects from fixed air, 
and you having poiſoned the ſtreams by the ſolu- 
tion of fixed lead, we were all a-back as the failors 
ſay. and in a deep water, without compaſs or rud- 
der, and ſhould not have known what courſe to 
have ſteered, had not providence, or chance, fa- 
voured us very unexpettedly, and enabled not 
anly me, but a great number of ingenious men, 
to be convinced from occular demonſtration. that 

our are as much miſtaken relative to the ſolution 
of lead. as you are in the preſence of fixed air: 
And as the very exiſtence and reputation of the 
Bath Waters, as falutary waters, may depend on 
the putting this matter in the cleareſt light. I ſhall 
conclude this letter, in giving a fair, and candid 
account of what I was fo fortunate to fee in com- 
pany with General Johnſtone and in the preſence 
of Dr. Lee, Dr. Dobſon, Mr. Stevens, and Mr. 
Phillott. Surgeons, and a great number of other 
ſpectators. This was ſometime, I think, in the 


1 


month of Od ober, 1781, when Mr. Baldwin, 
g a thorough re- 


Waters, as you ſay may be plainiy ſeen. Now Sir, 
there is 0 reaſon to believe that this ſame 
ciſtern has flood where it now does, for m 
ages, and was probably placed where it 
when the preſent baths were firſt conſtructed, cer- 


Bath. does not remember its being 
nor do I believe, ime 1 e- 
polited over the main ſpring, from whence the 
water ruſhes with an incredible force, that it was 
ever ſeen fairly above mater, till this preſent year, 
when Mr. Baldwin, by digging a channel to con- 
vey the water away, and placing active men to re- 
lieve cach other, in bailing it out, did get 
ſome inches of the upper part of the ciſtern above 
water, and availed himſelf of that opportunity, 
to cut off a piece, as large as the palm of my hand, 
and which, is now in his poſſeſſion, and whoever 

ſees it, will ſee a fair ſpecimen of the whole, and 
thereby be convinced. that fo far from being cor- 
roded, and eaten into deep furrows as you have aſſerted, 
that is is as fair; as pure; as clean a piece 
of ſheet lead, as can any where be produced. If 
therefore you took your information from igno- 
rant or miſchievous informers, you ought openly, 
and inftantly to acknowledge it, for you had the 
ſame unity I had, and was preſent when 7 
was, of being fatisfied by the evidence of your 


own eyes, and the teſtimony of every other per- 
fon preſent. | 
B 


That 
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That the ciſtern which ſerves as a reſervoir for the 
Jpring at its firſt riſe, OC 
m any manner corroded Ay inſide, and that 
the vi ſible in 

LN 


gener 
that lead does not appear to be 
22 


na couſtant effeR ID this conjeflure not 
„ improbable.” Page 183 firft edition, and in the 
page If to this it ſhould be abjefted, that we have no accounts 
* of any ſuch eſſects produced by the Bath Waters (meaning 
" wi of lead) and that on the contrary, they have been 
de very efficacaous in the cure of theſe very diſeaſes, we 
<< that the action of the waters on this metal has been 
Can any man therefore doubt the fact? has not 
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have any eff. be ſeen on the 
Ar larke's 
houſe, and under which, the ſteam of the hot water riſes. The effeft 
is always viſible, but fo in froſty weather. Dr. Wilhams 
(tho' a ftranger in Bath ny Sag. = 1 our Bath 
chymiſts, would never have ſeen it, or the heard of 


it, vet it is a ſtricking objett to every pallenger ! 


69 

Now Sir, the extracts above, and thoſe which 
follow beneath, are taken from your books. and 
Dr. Lucas's fairly, and verbatim, word for word, 
and point for point, for when writers on any fub- 
ze. controvert what preceding authors have faid, 
it appears worſe than mere want of candour, if they 
give pointed extratts, under inverted commas, 
in any other words, eſpecially worſe, than thoſe of 

their author: How Dr. Lucas has been extratied 
by Dr. Charlton, in the Valetudinarian's 
Bath Guide; and how you have extraffed him, ap- 
pears as follows. king of vitriolic acid ger 
ſe. You obſerve that Lucas has ſaid. page 277, 
third vol. That it flies off in a ſubtle. Y 
e ſenſible to the organs of ſmell. and fo as to ef- 
fett the lungs of thoſe inclined to phthifical 
complaints. How great then muſt your readers 
be ſurpriſed when they turn to that page in Lucas's 
book, to find is thus written! © A fubtil acid 
„ which flies off in vapour, ſometimes ſenſibl 
+ ſtrikes the noſe, always proves offenfive to w 
„ lungs, and powerfully corrodes all the iron 
% works in and about the baths.” If bedchamber 
guage, or pervert the meaning of an ingenious 
chemiſt, whoſe experiments were made in public, 
who invited, without diſtinction, and without ex- 
pence, every body to fee the proceſs of his ex- 
periments, and who was attended by the late Lord 
Cheſterfield, Dr. Davies, and many other in- 
ious men, and who all profeſſed to be ſatis- 
that the doctrĩnes he laid down were as clear- 
ly proved, as the nature of the buſineſs would ad- 

mit; what muſt we think of men thus controverting 
Lucas's opinion, in order to eſtabliſh their own? 
Thomas Dempſter, a Scotchman, was driven = 

—_— 
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of Paris during the laſt centry, for quoting books 
which never exiſted, yet ſurely that was not fo 
criminal, as quoting falſely, exiſting books in pe- 
remptory terms. and pointed accents. Dr. Charl- 
ton has held out Lucas as a blundering blockhead, 
but as you and he have made him fay, that which 
he did not fay; write, that which he did not 
write, and given language which he could not 
uſe! It is a piece of juſtice to the memory of fo 


great a chemiſt, and fo good a citizen, as Lucas 


was univerfally allowed to have been, thus to warn 
all candid readers, and thus to caution all future 
writers, not to commit forgeries on their departed 
ſuperiors. The fame of every man is dear to 
him, he ſeeks it, vainly indeed; even in the grave, 
and therefore theſe remarks are forced from me, 

by that divine precept of doing, as I would be 
done unto, and as you have done, in cenſuring 
Dr. Linden for caſting a ſevere reflection on the 
character of the late Dr. Whytt, yet you have be- 
ſtowed a whole page of your introduttion, to re- 
flet on Dr. Lucas's memory, though you are pleal- 
to acknowledge him an ingenious diſcoverer. You 
obſerve too, in your introduftion alſo, that 


Decency of language impeaches no truth, and 
that had the author (meaning Dr. Lucas) ob- 


+ ferved this rule, his works would probably have 
found that reception in the world which it juſtly 
© merits, by the ingenious difcoverys it contains.” 
But who except you, and Charlton have faid, it 
has not met with that reception it juſtly merits? I 
ſay the work is in high eſteem. and will be read 
and admired. when you, and your works, me and 
mine, and Charlton and his, are dead and for- 
gotten. and therefore I cannot willingly let poor 
Lucas be included among more than a thouſand :gno- 

rant 
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rant writers on mineral waters, and indeed I could 


wiſh that poor Lord Bacon,, Mr. Boyle, Dr. Cheyne, 
the two Olivers, and half a ſcore more that I could 
name, who have wrote on mineral waters, might 
not be quite overlooked, nor heaped among your 
herd of ignorant ſcribblers. But as Dr. Lucas in 
particular. loſt the favor. not only of the reſident 
phyficians of Bath, but of the world alſo, for his 
mal-treatment of them. It may not be amiſs, as 
his books have long ſince been out of print (as 
the phrale is) to fetck him out again, and lay his 
wicked condutt open before the offended phyſici- 
ans and the injured world; as I take it for granted, 
all the world, and all the phyficians, will read your 
books and mine: let us fee then, what the 

has ſaid, of the Bath phyſicians, and to the offended 
world. 


From the great number and variety of caſes, 
* which of late years have been ſent to Bath for 
relief; the gentlemen, who praftiſe phyſic 
there, have been inſenſibly induced to aſſume 
to themſelves a ſuperiority to the learned of the 
*+* fame gown univerſally, and to look upon every 
*+* caſe, brought before them, not fo much as a 
patient ſent to the waters, but as an appeal from 
an inferior to a ſuperior tribunial. Whilſt, per- 
_ ** haps, the only inftance of the practice of the 
preceding phyſicians appro is that of the 
** appeal, or ſending the patient to the wells; 
„ which the awful, falutiferous ſenate of Bath, 
does not heſitate at pronouncing, wiſe and juſt 
in general; but often, as indeed it ſometimes is, 
+ untimely; that is, too late. 


B 3 «© We 


„We have lived to ſee this conceit riſe to a 
te pitch of extravagance, unbecoming a profeſh- 


66 
66 
cc 
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on. that can have none other foundation than 
ſolid reaſon and common ſenſe: for, tho' few 
are capable of judging of the capacity of a phy- 
fician ; ev 
inelleftuals. If theſe be unſound. though the 


vaunting academician ſhouldhaveBozzxnaaves } 


or PEetTits. for his profeſſors or preceptors; 
though he ſhould have Mas. Witwmorts, 


man of ſenſe is a judge of his 


or TarLoxs for his examples in practice; and 


though all the univerſities on the globe com- 
combined, they can but make him a graduate, 


a doctor of any faculty; but, they can never 
make him a phy ſician. 


What ſhall we then judge of ſuch men * 


never heard or perhaps ſaw, a phy ſic profeſſor, 
in any univerſity, except at a commencement; 


and yet arrogate to themſelves a moſt extrava- 
ty toall men of the 
iſh be- 


gant and groundleſs fuperiori 

profeſſion elſw here? Who nicely diſtingu 
twixt what they call regular and — phy- 
ſicians; by the former of which, they only 


mean a man, who went formally through the 
colledge courſe; though per- 


haps, without of 


aving a fn 


ity 


learning any one branch of phyfic eftectually? 


While they brand him with the name of irregu- 


lar, who beginning with the inferior. the minif- 


terial branches, and himſelf maſter of 
them, gradually roſe to the judicial part, the 
* head of the profeſſion; fairly, meritoriouſly 
+ obtaining the legal qualification to prattice! 


* Theſe 


? 


N 
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+ Theſe diſtinctions, however abſurd, have 
* been found of great uſe to the craft of Bath, 
„as well as elſewhere. But, the miniſters of 
health, in that city, have not ſtopped here: 
*“ They have not. in their converfation, even 
** with their patients, baulked at reſlections as in- 
% decent as unjuſt, againſt a body, that fince it's 
foundation has been looked upon with _c 
and veneration by all the learned focieties, par- 
* ticularly all the faculties of phyſic in lope. 
* It is unnec to name the royal college of 
„ phyſicians here. Yet, who would believe it? 
* —againſt the moſt illuſtrous members of this 
+ moſt learned and refpeQable fociety, have fome 
“ prattitioners, ſome of the at Bath, 
** made a charge of empiriciſm; as if the Lon- 
+ doners, beyond the known effects of bleeding 
« and other evacuations, and of the Peruvian 
* bark, opium, &c. could ; while the 
«+ Bathonians, firifly — as well as moſt 


formally regular, their perſeti acquaintance 
with the conſt abe cir ret nou com- 


pound medicines, eſpecially thoſe of their uni- 
* verſal agent, Bath waters, and by their in- 
** timate R e in anatomy and phyhology, 
being able to account for all the effetts and op- 
«+ perations of medicines, ragionally, regularly; 
are able to extend the prattice to the utmoſt 
limits; far beyond the ſcope of any, who do not 
reſpire the teams of Bath water. 


* Is this the winnie of Suk ans? of 
<< gentlemen? of men of ſenſe or manners? Is 
* this the behavior of ? or of men regu- 
„ larly irregular ?: Is this juſt? Is it true?—As 


Us this kind of calumny requires no ſerious anſwer ; 
B 4 * I ſhall 
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J ſhall take no further notice of it here. But, 
„ ſhall point out where the charge of empiriciſm 
falls, when gentlemen. lay aſide their aſſerted 
» notions of the impregnation of the Bath waters, 
are forced to take refuge under the wings of 

* their late condemned <mpiriciſm. in apologiſ- 
«+ ing for their practice. wich they now boaſt of 
being founded in experience. Could the high- 
«+ eft or loweſt of the moſt infamous deſtruttive 


% quacks. that thin and diſgrace our ſtate, go 
further? 8 


Thus Sir I have brought this wicked calumnia- 
tor's crimes forward. a d it muſt be confeſſed. he 
has treated fome of the old gentlemen, and old ladies 
too, of Bath, rather cavalierly, but the queſtion is, 
did they deſerve it? If they did. you and the world, 
ought to forgive him, becauſe he only d—d three 
or four! while you have paſſed ſentence of death 
on upwards of a thouſand ignorant or mifinformed 
brethren mineral water writers ! Whether you 

have been a more fortunate analiſer of the Bath 
Waters then your predeceflors. it does not be- 
come me to determine, 1 hold my opinion, and 
our readers will form theirs. But perhaps aft-r 
all. that has been faid; after all that has been 
wrote, and after all the experiments which have 
been made, by you and others, we may be ſtill in 
the dark, and that, that incomprehenfible power, 
which conveys laden images into your brain, and 
preſerves them in your memory; that has given 
me the power of walking, cating, ſleeping and di- 
geſting, may alſo have given ſalutary powers to the 
waters of Bath, which are inſcrutable by man“, 

= 
2 or aw a — d— while 122 
hat God Almighty's elabotary produces it, with a moſt grateful flavorg 
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who, when he divided the land, from the waters, 
willed this to be hot; that to be cold; this. to be 
falutary. that to be deadly; and that we are no 
more able to know what their whole contents are, 
than we are capable of knowing what that eternal 
Being. that Incomprehenfible Power is, which 
Plato thus deſcribes. 


Would you call him providence (ſays be) 
«© you fall into no miſtake, for it is by his wiſdom 
% that this world is governed — Would you call 
* himNaTuRE, you will not offend him in doi 
« fo, as it is from him all things derive their ori- 
gin, and it is by him, they live and breathe.” 
It is by him too, theſe waters have been everlaſt- 
ingly heated by certain mineral ſubſtances ſo art- 
fully combined by this GOD OF ALL 

NATURE, that perhaps it may be preſump 
tious, nay wicked in man to attempt to define 
them, let us therefore be content in knowing 
only, this certain truth: that, 1 * 


And all the whole fabric doth totter and ſhake, 
They finiſh the war without ſtriking a blow, 


At leaſt this is all that I profeſs to know, or be- 
lieve you know of the matter. 


I am, . 


St. Catharines Hermitage, 


* Jen. J. 
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A true copy of a letter from Doctor William 
Falconer, prattitioner of phyfic at Bath, author 
of an is on the Bath Waters: of obſe wations 

. Cadogan's treatiſe on the gout*®, and a va- 
riety of other very fingular publications, befide 
the following very extraordinary and curious epiſtle 
to Mr. Baldwin, printer of the St. James's Cho- 
nicle. 


SIR, 
| I obſerved in your Paper of the 2oth of laſt 
Month. a Letter addreſſed to me by Name, on the 
| SubjeRt of the Bath Waters which I underſtand is 
the Produftion of Mr. Philip Thicknefſe. I do 
not think either the Style or Matter of this curious 
Epiſtle worth any Anſwer from me, but as part of 
i relates 8 on that 


acquaintance DOCTOR Cavocan Erbes thy age ;—thy good 
2 ;—thy extenſive practice, lanthropy, thy knowledge of 
| the ed and of mankind, Wale eee 1 oh 2 
pamphlet dangerous pamphlet too, w 
was read with ſuch avidity, that it ſoen ran SEES 
and met with univerſal — 

turned out a book, fo fraught with nuſchicf, 


| n 
— of mankind, the nation at this hour, 


nority to Dr. Cadogan in many 7 
yet ſtill, he 2 
a candid hearing Poor Dr. Cadogan! ! ! 
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and which Ciſtern lies about two Feet and a half 
under Ground, was taken up in order to clear the 
Ciſtern of ſand, which had accumulated fo much, 
as to clog the pipes that convey the Water to the 
Pump-Room at the King's By Accident a 
Piece of the upper Part of the Ciſtern, about a 
Pound and a half Weight, was broken off, and 
was brought into the Coffee -Houſe is the Grove, 
and there examined by feveral Perſons, and my- 
ſelf among others, who all agreed, that the Sur- 
face of is thes hed been tnexx the Whales; appeared 
in a State of having been atled on by the Water, 
from the Furrows or Irregularities that 
upon it. Dr. Harrington, who I believe ht 
it into the Coſſee-Houſe, can vouch for this Fat; 
this was the Foundation of what I advanced as a | 
Caution, and not as an Aﬀertion or Infinuation of 
actual Danger, but merely to obrvate Suſpicions 
of that Kind. This was all meant by a Recom- 
mendation of the of the Pipes from Lead 
to Wood or Iron, and fo every candid Reader 
has underſtood it, and I doubt not will do fo. 


As for Mr. Thickneſſe's Aſſertion. that the In- 
fide of the Ciſtern is now in a pure and 
Condition, I affert he ſpeaks what is not Mauer 
of Fact. to his Knowledge, as he has never ſeen 
more of it than a ſmall Piece, about wo or three 
Ounces in Weight,* which was acci broken 
off, as the Ciſtern itſelf has not been taken up or 
examined, but remained covered with a Foot and 
an Half thick of Earth at leaſt. 


Vet the 
of his eſſay, where he 


rnfide of the ciſtern ! 
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As ſor his Belief concerning the Ciſtern having 
been more expoſed to examination now than ever 
before fince it was put down, every Perſon who is 
ed with the Baths, can inform him. that 
it has been d every two or at moſt three 
Years, and laid open juſt as much as lately, ex- 
cept only about eight Inches of Gravel, which 
were lately removed, but which did not bring to 
Light any Part of the Ciſtern, which was ſtill 
under Ground at leaſt a Foot and a Half below 


Had he made the proper Enquiries before he 
formed this Article of his Faith, he would not 
have betrayed his Ignorance of this well known 
Fall. Having thus, as _ I could, ſtated 


the Matters of Fat I trouble myſelf no 
more on this SubjeQ.® | 
I am, —_ - 
Your Humble Servant, 


Dec. 8, 2981. w. FALCONER. 


* Readers who do not underſland the particular feience on which 
Pr 
hon, ſentiment, &c. It is ſaid, indeed, that great writers are as 
well known by their ſtyle as by therr and this idea, I can- 
not help thinking I ſee ſome noſe /theneſs between the following extract 
from Falconer's fr edition of his effay on the Bath Waters (page 

and a ike — 4 2 10 — 

e doctor ſays in his Book. We have not likewiſe, taken any ex- 
-- periment on the credit of others, but have ly made all thoſe 
« here related. How far we have ſucceeded, the world muſt | 3 
ve hope, however, for ſome indulgence, as our work is com + 
in a great meaſure, on a new plan. Would it not have run ſmoother 
to have faid in a great pan and on a new 7 however let the world 


judge, zf we can get ſo large à jury together, whether the above extratt 
pil Done — both as to plan, pan, and meaſure, 


_ © The | 


with the following ſtyle of the Gazetteer paragraph writer 
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Remarks on the above curious epiftle. 


The reader of the above, will perceive, that 
the intention (I will not fay clear intention) 
of this celebrated chymiſt's letter, is framed to 
acquit himſelf, of this alarming leaden charge, re- 

lative to the Bath Waters in the firſt place, to 

make Dr. Harrington a party in the ſecond, and 
thirdly, to ſhow my ignorance, and want of ſtyle. 

As it 1s that this epiſtle may be read 

many who do not know Dr. Harm 

ſeems a pi 


piece of juſtice due to him, to inform 
them, that he is a man of too much ſenſe, either to 
have brought the lead into the coffee-houſe, or to 
bave joined with our chymi/t in pronouncing ſuch a 


« The letter avowed to have been written by a ficiety of gentlimen at 
% Bath, and delivered at York-Coffee-Houfe, St. James's and 
«+ from thence . > —— to the print: _ „ who 
6s in a name, is receiv con ſideration. OUNT- 
* 117 Ae — 

4 to do to anſwer imſelf i a ſortieti charges 

againſt him are well founded.” This Quaames, & atretnd ol 
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fimple ſentence from a view of it, The truth is 
firialy as follows, Mr. Atwood, late an eminent 
plumber and one of the corporation of Bath. brought 
a piece of 2 years ſince into the grove 
coffee - houſe, in — to ſhow the company, 
that one fide was perſettly ſmooth, and the other 


extreamly rough, owing to its having probabl 
| been caſt many hundred e 4 
vas the — 4 then, to caſt lead on very coarſe 
It is evident therefore. that the lead was 
brought in. for the very purpoſe of ſhewing. that 
the waters of Bath made no on that me- 
tal and in this light, I have the beſt pretence to 
fay, Dr. Harrington did then, and does now con- 
fider it. Had a member of the corporation, or Dr. 
Harrington, or any man of ſenſe, intereſted in 
the welfare of the public, and the of 
the city, conceived, that the heat of the waters 
| rated as our chymiſt has proved, they would 
have called a meeting of the and in- 
ſtantly have removed all the lead, but they would 
not have publiſhed all to the world, as our chymiſt 
has twice done, that the ſpaſmodic, opilthotonus, 
coſtiveneſa, and a variety of other unaccountable 
effets of the Bath Water, on thoſe who drink it, 
may be owing to the power of this icious me- 
tal. But he thought, by thus —g the 
waters, to open the true ſource of phyſical ad- 
vice, and to ſhow, that the other gentlemen of the 
faculty, who had been at Bath fo many years, were 
| not able to diſcover, that, which our new chymiſt, 
had found out in one, for like Czfar, he caux, 
s,. and discovEReED; be then analiſed the Bath 
Waters. publiſhes his experiments, and informs his 
readers, that more than a thouſand preceding 
writers on the ſame ſubjett were blockheads; that 


SE © 


Lucas had treated the reſidentiary phiſicians very 
ill, and that all the people who expected to be well, 
had better apply to him, than to them, becauſe he 
alone knew what the waters were made of, and had 
diſcovered that there was a little poiſon in them, 


poſſeſs a great ſhare of cunni 
a cunmming. 
tributed moTurtR's wir but to a very few. So 
that, men write, ſome by memory, ſome from read- 
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ING, tho all are capable of xz apine. Fixed air, 
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of the matter, but he has not only arraigned my 
izle, and ſhewn my ignorance, in a news paper, 
but in that very news paper, from which I eat a 
large ſhare of the ſmall pittance I have to eat! 'To 
tell Maſter Baldwin of me, was in the extreme, 
for be, poor man, always before, thought me a 
tolerable hand at intelligence extraordinary from 
Bath, a pun, a joke, a ſquib, and now and then a 
| little fun. but now I expect warning every day, and 
the only comfort I have left is, that I find it is 
neither, ſenſe, wit, nor ſtyle, which recommends 
a news paper to the public notice, but that alone, 
whach makes tall, for I am told that of all the papers 
in London, none has been fo often called for of 
late, asthat of the 26th of Dec, laſt. Here boy, 
ſays one, give me the St. James's Chonicle? It is 
in hand Sir. Have you ſeen Falconer's letter, 
ſays another? why an original letter (and it is 
really az original) from a doftor of phyfic, a 
fellow of Royal Society in London, and a 
member of © a ſociety of gentlemen at Bath,” was 
quite a Chriſtmaſs box to Maſter Baldwin! All 
the colledge of phyſicians. —AIl the fellows of the 
Royal Socie:y.— All the chymiſts: all the furgeons, 
all the apothecaries, nay, I may ſay, all the world 
has ſeen Dr. Falconer's letter, and conſequently 
admired his flyle, as highly as he has blaſted mine, 
and the St. James's Chronicle, tho' always the firſt 
of the evening papers. like the Bath ciſtern, © hes 
«* been more expoſed to enamination now than ever le- 
fore fince it was put up.” How the doQtor there- 
fore will get over r for he 
cannot expe much affiltance from ſuch a lame 
dog, as the Old Monkey, or Montſerrat Travel- 


ler.“ 
1 A Sketch 
* See the Gazetter of the 26th, and 27th, of Dec. 1781, and of the 
zoth, of Jan. 1782. my 
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A Sketch of the new conſtructed Baths. 


Under a very elegant modern building are four 
ivate baths. each of which contain ſeventeen 
| eads of pure mineral water, which riſe to the 
heat of 11 4 degrees, a heat too great, to be borne 
—_ conſiderable time, and therefore, in order 
to temper it to the condition of the patient's caſe, 
and at the fame time, not to leſſen the ſpecific 
quality of the Waters. by reducing the heat im- 
properly, large ciſterns Mie moor pr the upper 
floor, into which the Waters are thrown to cool 
gradually, and from whence the hot Waters 
below, are fed by pipes, ſo as to regulate the heat 
to the phyſician's direction, or the gout of thoſe 
who bathe for mere fure. By theſe means, 
every bather may by his own hands, or direct his 
guide, to regulate the degree of heat he feels him- 
ſelf beſt able to endure, and thereby obtain all the 
advantages which Buxton, and other more tem- 
perate and natural baths afford. | 


Great are alſo obtained, by new 
conſtructed pumps, which by a very con- 
trivance afford thoſe who require 4 benefit of 
them, the power of + -y force of the water- 
fall, to a think proper, or partialy 
„ The efficacy of theſe 
Waters, thus applied, io paralytic limbs, ſprains, 
relaxed or ſtiff joints, has been often produttive 
of perfect cures, and of removing obſtruttions, 
ſwellings, &c. which have reſiſted all other ap- 


plications. 


For patients to whom friction is neceſſary, there 


are * places provided, for their attendants 
to 
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to rub the body and limbs, a matter of great im- 
portance. by removing ſome external obſtructions 
not viſible to the naked eye, and thereby open. 
ing the perſpiratory dufts, and ing inſenſi- 
ble perſpiration. For fuch as are lame, 
a platform is alſo provided, on which a crane chair 
is ſwung, and which lowers the paralytic or lame 
patients into the bath, and raiſes them again, with 
the utmoſt eaſe and perfeQ fafety, a method which 
promiſes great ſnccels to thoſe who are afflitied 
with the gravel, ſtone, gall bladder obſtruQtions or 
ſuch other diforders, which render 


either 
painful or dangerous. Adjoying to theſe baths, 
are comfortable dreffing rooms, fitted up with 
beds, water cloſets, and in ſhort every conveni- 
ence, that the fick or helpleſs can ſtand in need 


any 
vice, and in none burifal 


Adjoying tothefe g rooms, are ſudatories 
in which the uſe of vapor bathing may be applied, 


to any particular part of the body or limbs, and 
partake of either the dry or moiſt heat, to the de- 


gree the patient pleaſes, or is direfted by his phyſi | 


cian, the relaxing, ſoſtening, and attenuating 
| powers of the fteam of common warm water, s 
tov well known, to be pointed out, and which 
render theſe waters, ſo char 


ged with mineral fub- 
ſtances particularly efficacious. To the above 


private conveniences, adjoins a public bath, con- 
hot water as it 


taining many tons of the pure 
riſes from the ſprings beneath. 


Theſe baths, which were built at a very 
. 


1 


been brought to their preſent ſafe, eaſy, and 1 
mav add, luxurious conveniences, by Mr. Sim- 
mons. an eminent fur of this city, under 
whoſe indefatigable attention, they have been con- 
ſtrukted, and immediate care they have been 
placed. The feveral prices of bathing, pumping, 

pf guides, &c. have been fo regulated 


attended um that 1 venture to elf 
can be added, to make bathing in theſe 1 
more pleaſant, more convenient or more ſalutary, 
and at the fame time afford every medicinal ad- 
4 he > without the d 

the indecency of being expoſed to the public eye, 
nay, indeed, 2 — 
that of bathing quite naked, and thereby bringing 
the waters more imme in contati with the 


body, 


The CONCLUSION. 


If any 
dall ſheets, be diſpoſed | 

I have, this year ſpent mane, they will find, as the 
monk faid, where the true Punchinello is to be 


| ates, 

poor Dr. Cadogan, more or leſs — 

and that the to be de 

u to be had of Dr. Right at Bath, they will find” 
Cz that 


* 
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that had it not been for his inte 


rpoſition, Dr. Ca- 
dogan would have Killed all his Majeſty's gouty ſub- 


jedts, _— drinking tea. has deſtroyed the 
courage of all his Maj? hting ſoldiers, and 
thereby proved, that 2 by throwing 
that accurſed weed into the ſea, has preſerved them, 
and drinking it, rumed us. bey will find, things 
aid, and unjaid ; proved, and diſproved ; and if 1 
= not — 2 they 2 riſe from the 
writings of a very laborious and voluminous wri- 
ter, nut as if they had been ſouſed in the Bath 
Waters, but as if they had been drinking the 
waters of Lethe, and I hope they will believe, 
that nothing could thus have extorted remarks 
ON a PROFESSIONAL MAN, than the welfare of a 
city, in which moſt ol my little property lies, ag. 
gravaied by repeated inſtances of unprovoked 
rudeneſs, and tack inſinuations in anony mous pub- 
lications, for I never ſpoke to the man three times 
in my life, and then with the utmoſt good will, as 
may be ſeen in my year's journey thro France, 
_ where I introduced his name, in a manner which 
could not do him harm, and which might have 


ſerved him; I therefore ſhall conclude with tel- | 


ling him one honeſt truth, at leaſt, that writing. tho' 
it may be his n, is not his talent, more than 
mine. The erronious writings however of a ſoldier, 
I hope, are more pardonable, than thoſe of a 
Scholar ;—a Plyſiczan ;—a Fellow of the Royal So- 
ciety, or a SELF CREATED® PRESIDENT of a 
new Barn COMMITTEE. 


. 6 1782. 
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